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Telephone Man 

Helps Save Five 

from Tidal Waters 

Quick action prevents tragedy when 

family is marooned in hurricane 

Hurricane winds of 110 miles an hour 
were creating a tidal wave when the tele­
phone operator at Block Island, Rhode 
Island, received a call for help from a 
family marooned in a cottage. 

"I was in the telephone office," says 
installer repairman Robert A. Gillespie, 
"when I heard of the call. I'd been 
through hurricanes before and I knew 
they might be in real trouble." 

Quickly enlisting the aid of two men 
who were outside the building, he drove 
his company truck to within 400 feet of 

RESCUE AT HAND. Telephone man fights his 
way through swirling waters to bring ma­
rooned cottagers to safety during hurricane. 

AWARDED MEDAL-Robert A. Gillespie, of Block Island, R. I., was awarded the Vail Medal for "courage, 
endurance and ingenuity" in helping to rescue five people. Vail Medals, accompanied by cash awards, 
are given annually by the Bell System for acts of noteworthy public service by telephone employees. 

the isolated cottage, as near as the high 
water would allow. 

"We could see that three poles led to­
ward the cottage," says Bob Gillespie, 
"so· we took handlines and a rope from 
the truck. We secured one end of the 
line to the first pole and waded to the 
second pole. There we tied up our line 
and kept wading to the third pole." 

But they were still thirty feet away 
from the marooned family when they 
got as far as the rope would go-thirty 
feet of dangero:us, rushing water. 

Bob Gillespie's companions safe­
guarded the ropes while he fought his 
way alone to the cottage. 

He made three trips through the 
rising tidal waters. First he carried a 
small boy to the comparative safety of 
the forward end of the rope. 

Then, with considerable difficulty, as­
sisted two women; and a man and 
another boy. And finally, though almost 
exhausted, he guided the entire group 
along the all-important rope lifeline that 
led to high ground and safety. 

HELPING HANDS - The spirit of service of telephone men and women is shown not 

only in the dramatic situations of fire and Rood and storm, but in the everyday 

affairs of life. Thousands of times every day, and through tl1c long hours of the 

night, the telephone and telephone people help those who are ill or in trouble 

or confronted by some occasion that needs a skilled and willing hand. Just having 

the telephone close by gives a feeling of security and of being close to people. 
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