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• A Picturephone unit, similar to those which will be installed in an experimental system 
by Valley National Hank in its new Home Office under construction in the back
ground, is examined by VNB president Earl L. Bimson, left, and Neal Houghton, proj-
ect manager.· 

Valley Bank Installs Eigu~qg_e 
Arizona's first combination 

television-telephone s y s t e m 
has -been ordered for the Val
ley National Bank's new of
fice, now under construction 
in Phoenix. 

The bank will -install the 
latest model of the Picture
phone, which, as the name 
implies, lets you see the per
son you're phoning on a small 
desk set TV screen. 

. . . 
The system has been tested 

out by ~ Labo
ratories · and is in initial prod
uction stages at v\!...e • .s ... Uu.JL 
~k~ Uni ts of tliel"ict~ 
pnonewnI be completed and · 
installed when VNB's home _ 
office is completed · next au
tumn, according to b a n k 
spokesmen. · 

The b a n k 's Pidurephone 
system will enable four users 
to carry -on two simultaneous 
conversations, or conference 
calls using three units. Older 

1-------------models allowed only one call 
REMARKS: 

at a time and no conference 
calls. 
I 

The system will also allow 
voice actuated switching. This 

·means that in a conference 
call with three p e r s o n s, 
whoever is speaking can be 
viewed automatically by the 
other two, while the speaker's 
screen will show the last 
speaker. 

The VNB Pictu·rephone sys~ 
tern is the first to be ordered 
in the Southwest and one of 
six in the U.S., according to 
spokesmen for Mountain BelL 

The bank says it plans its 
initial Picturephone hook-up 
of 12 units at the home office 
to serve as a pilot project for 
an eventual VNB Picture
phone network, linking the 
bank's offices. 

Besides face to face conver- . 
sations, the bank also plans to 
use the Picturephone for a 
variety of other uses. 

With one or more random-

access slide projectors hooked· 
to -the system, a Picture phone 
user will be able to select a 
variety of graphs, charts and 
other data for viewing. 

The system will also in
clude a document retrieval 
capability which will give ac- , 
cess to any quantity of rrJcro
filrned · records filed with the 
system. The Picturephone can 
also be used as a comp\.1ter 
input-output device. 

~untain Bell spokesmen 
say iliero"t'rfi'riaf'rl'se of Picture
phone will be for businesses 
and industry, but they expect 
its , use to be expanded to resi
dences as acceptence of the 
Picturephone becomes more 
general. 

Phoenix, they say, is now 
listed as one of 26 major U.S. 
cities to receive commercial 
Picturephone service during 
the '70s, with the local sys
tems scheduled to be eventu
ally linked into a national net
work. 
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